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Summary
The purpose of this report is to seek the Cabinet Member’s approval for the submitted 
Formby Neighbourhood Plan and accompanying documents to proceed to public 
consultation and then to independent assessment. These can be viewed at 
www.sefton.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning.

Recommendation(s):

That Cabinet Member approves:

(1) The submitted Formby Neighbourhood Plan and accompanying documents for 
public consultation for a period of six weeks. 

(2) The Council’s appointed Neighbourhood Plan Examiners being approached to 
nominate three candidate examiners from which a preferred examiner will be 
selected, in conjunction with Formby Parish Council.

(3) That following the conclusion of consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan, 
accompanying documents and any representations received being sent for 
examination.

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

To allow the Formby Neighbourhood Plan to proceed to consultation and examination.

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

Once submitted a Local Authority must fulfil its legal obligation to progress a plan and as 
such there is no alternative option available. 

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

http://www.sefton.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning


(A) Revenue Costs
Costs associated with running the consultation, facilitating the examination and, if 
the ‘basic conditions’ are met, paying for a referendum are partially covered by 
funding provided by the Department of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government (DHCLG). £5,000 was claimed for Formby at the time the area was 
designated for neighbourhood planning purposes.  LPAs can also claim a further 
£20,000 from the DHCLG once a date for a referendum has been set, following a 
successful examination.

(B) Capital Costs
None.

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):
Within existing resources

Legal Implications:
Neighbourhood planning is part of the Government’s initiative to empower local 
communities to bring forward planning proposals at the local level, as outlined in 
Section 116 of the Localism Act 2011.  The Act and subsequent Town and Country 
Planning Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) confer 
specific functions on Local Planning Authorities in respect of neighbourhood planning 
including specific steps that must be followed.  

Regulation 16 requires a Local Authority to publicise a neighbourhood plan proposal for 
a period of six weeks as soon as possible after submission and, once completed, 
submit the plan proposal for examination (Regulation 17).  If the examiner determines 
the plan meets the ‘basic conditions’ it must then proceed to local referendum. 

Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications. 

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable:  The Formby Neighbourhood Plan includes policies that 
may support the provision of community facilities (including housing) and wellbeing. 

Facilitate confident and resilient communities:  The Formby Neighbourhood Plan 
includes policies that may support the provision of community facilities (including 
housing) through the development management process. 

Commission, broker and provide core services:  Not applicable.

Place – leadership and influencer:  Not applicable.

Drivers of change and reform:  Not applicable.

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity:  The Formby Neighbourhood Plan includes 
policies that may support the provision of local job opportunities.



Greater income for social investment:  Development guided by policies in the Formby 
Neighbourhood Plan may result in this core purpose.

Cleaner Greener:  Development guided by policies in the Formby Neighbourhood Plan 
may contribute to this core purpose.

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

Head of Corporate Resources has been consulted (FD 5565/19) and has no 
comments on the report.
Chief Legal & Democratic Officer has been consulted (LD 4689/19) and 
comments have been incorporated into the report.

(B) External Consultations 

Formby Parish Council has undertaken consultation with statutory undertakers, 
stakeholders, community groups and local residents on the pre-submission 
version of the Neighbourhood Plan.  This report seeks approval for further 
consultation to be carried out.  

Implementation Date for the Decision

Following the expiry of the “call-in” period for the Cabinet Member decision.

Contact Officer: David Robinson
Telephone Number: 0151 934 3898
Email Address: david.robinson@sefton.gov.uk 

Appendices:

There are no appendices to this report.

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection.

mailto:david.robinson@sefton.gov.uk


1. Introduction/Background

1.1 Formby Parish Council has formally submitted a Neighbourhood Plan proposal to 
Sefton Council.  Alongside the draft Neighbourhood Plan the Parish Council 
submitted other documents in accordance with Neighbourhood Planning 2012 
Regulation 15.  These include:

 The proposed Neighbourhood Plan
 A map showing the area the Neighbourhood Plan covers (Map 11 on page 44 

of the Neighbourhood Plan)
 A Consultation Statement containing details of the persons and bodies who 

were consulted and how, a summary of the main issues and how these have 
been addressed in the plan, where relevant.

 A ‘Basic Conditions Statement’ setting out how the Neighbourhood Plan 
meets legal requirements 

 A Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitat Regulation Assessment, 
Screening Statement (Appendix 6 in the Consultation Statement). 

1.2 Officers have reviewed the set of documents and are satisfied that the correct 
documents have been submitted.

2. Consultation and examination

2.1 Regulation 16 requires the Local Authority to check that the correct documents 
have been submitted and  that they comply with legal requirements. The Council 
are required to undertake a minimum 6 week period of public consultation on 
behalf of Formby Parish Council, as set out in the Legal Implications section 
above.  This report seeks approval that the appropriate documents have been 
submitted and the Formby Neighbourhood Plan may proceed to public 
consultation.

2.2 In order to be able to proceed to examination in a timely manner, approval is also 
sought to approach Intelligent Plans and Examinations (IPe), the organisation 
appointed as the Council’s retained Neighbourhood Plan examiners (Council, 26th 
January 2018, Minute 75).  IPe will then nominate three potential examiners from 
their list of candidate examiners for us to consider.  The choice of examiner will be 
made by Formby and Little Altcar Parish Councils or by Sefton Council if Formby 
and Little Altcar do not wish to choose a candidate.  

2.3 Once the consultation period is over the Neighbourhood Plan, accompanying 
documents and any representations received will be sent to the chosen examiner 
for examination.

2.4 The Council is responsible for organising and paying for the examination (see 
Revenue Costs above).  However, the Council is able to claim a further £20,000 
from the Department of Housing, Communities and Local Government (DHCLG) 
towards the cost once a date for the referendum has been set. 

2.5 The person appointed to undertake the examination (the Examiner) is responsible 
for how the examination will be carried out. It is possible that Formby 
Neighbourhood Plan will be examined through a combination of a hearing session 



and consideration of written responses.  The Examiner will produce a report 
setting out whether the plan meets the basic conditions set out in the Act and, if 
this is the case, recommend the plan proceeds to a referendum.

2.6 On receipt of the Examiner’s report, the Council will need to decide whether or not 
we agree with the Examiner’s findings and that a referendum should be held.  This 
is usually within five weeks of receiving report, although additional time can be 
agreed.  The referendum gives the community the final say on whether a plan 
should come into force in their area. 

2.7 The Council must make all the necessary arrangements and pay for the 
referendum, although £20,000 can be claimed from the DHCLG once this stage is 
reached.  Separate Regulations apply to referendums and are a further report will 
be produced to cover this stage, including an overview of the Examiner’s findings.  
The referendum can be combined with another election if that is taking place 
within a defined period (normally within 56 days).

3. Key Features of Formby Neighbourhood Plan

3.1 The Formby Neighbourhood Plan sets out a shared vision for Formby and Little 
Altcar Parishes.  The whole of both Parishes were designated as a 
‘neighbourhood area’ for the purposes of preparing a neighbourhood plan and 
approved by Cabinet Member on 12th September 2013.  The plan contains 
policies on the following areas

 General Policies
 Housing
 Working and shopping
 Getting around
 Community, leisure and wellbeing
 Environment, sustainability and design
 Flooding

3.2 Consultation on the draft plan (known as Regulation 14 Consultation) was 
undertaken by the Parish Council between 31st October 2016 and 12th December 
2016.  The Parish Council took account of comments received during this period 
in the submitted plan.

3.3 There are some concerns about some of the submitted documents and whether 
they fulfil some of the basic conditions. In particular:

 The Neighbourhood Plan needs have regard to the National Planning Policy 
Framework and the Local Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan and the Basic 
Conditions Statement repeatedly refer to the 2012 NPPF that has since been 
superseded.

 The Neighbourhood Plan includes some policies that are contrary to strategic 
policies in the Local Plan, this includes a radical change to the affordable 
housing policy. 

 The consultation framework is required to show people’s comments from the 
reg.14 consultation, what they said and how they have been considered. 



Whilst all comments are either summarised or included verbatim, it has not 
been shown how resident’s comments or the comments of other bodies have 
been considered, the statement simply says what they said. 

3.4 The Neighbourhood Plan steering group did not accept the offer of advice from 
Sefton Council before submitting the plan.

3.5 It is up to the Examiner to decide whether the policies and content of the plan 
meet the basic conditions. The Council will make comments at the reg.16 stage.


